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(572 to 621), the son of Mikado Yomei,
who was a regent under the Empress Suiko,
but he never actually ascended the throne.
His great achievement was the establishment
of Buddhism on a far wider and more solid
basis than before. The 7th century is notable
for the downfall of the Japanese influence in
Korea. Then came the 8th century with the
capital in Nara and in this century Buddhism,
spread all over Japan. After this many
centuries until 1866 passed in peace and
political turmoils. Before 1866 the country
was ruled by feudal lords. Their posts were
hereditary, but this hereditary system was
abolished in the year 1869 by the Emperor
Meiji who completely reformed his government.
He is regarded in Japan as the greatest
Emperor. He reigned for long forty-four yearsr
During his reign he had to fight many wars.
In 1894 a war broke out between China and
Japan over their respective claims on Korea.
After the defeat of the Chinese the Japanese*
took hold of Korea and Eormosa. Again in
1904 Japan declared war against Russia on
the soil of Korea where the latter was
spreading her influence. In this war Japain
displayed her great chivalry and after the war